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Schools eager to learn about their adopted African country
Jeppe Preparatory School has deployed extraordinary effort and creativity to learn about Rwanda,
their adopted African country.
On the 5 of June 2009, at 8 am, a large audience was gathered in the school hall. Not only the 100
learners selected to be part of the initiative: the educators had invited more than 200 learners to
attend the presentation made by Grade 7 and Grade 8 pupils supported by their educators. Learners
were captivated.

Grade 7 pupils sang the Rwandan National Anthem, and Grade 8 child cabinet presented what they
had found out about Rwanda in their research. The child president gave a lecture on the history of
Rwanda, and spoke as the current Rwandan President, Paul Kagame. Each member of the child
cabinet (Minister of Agriculture, Minister of Resources, Minister of Arts and Culture) had done
research and presented on their specific portfolio.

© Talla Niang. A grave Rwandan President, and one of his
Ministers dressed in a Rwandan outfit.

© Talla Niang. The Minister of Resources talks about the state of
the Rwandan economy, the dominance of agriculture and the

The principal and the educators showed an extraordinary level of commitment and enthusiasm. They
had thoroughly prepared their learners for the presentation, and provided them with visual support –
images projected in the background to illustrate their presentation.
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When interviewed, the president said that for him it was amazing that the school is taking part in
such a big project, and is able to learn about other African countries, which they didn’t know
anything about before. The Minister of Resources added it was very interesting to learn about other
African countries and it would facilitate and develop relationships between South Africans and nonSouth Africans residents in South Africa.
The principal found the initiative a brilliant idea, very relevant to build an integrated society and
fight xenophobia in South Africa. She said that even though only 100 learners had been selected to
benefit from the workshop, it was an initiative that the whole school was interested in.

© Talla Niang. Two Rwandan child-ministers with ADF facilitator,
Estelle Banda

© Talla Niang. The Principal giving her input in front of the Rwandan
flag.

ADF members present for the presentation were deeply moved by the enthusiasm and creativity both
educators and learners had shown during the session.
Estelle Banda, Claire Benit-Gbaffou and Talla Niang, for the African Diaspora Forum, 12 June
2009.

