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REPORT ON ALEXANDRA PAN AFRICAN CARNIVAL 
ACTIVITIES 

 
SUMMARY 

 
02.10.2008 

 
 
The African Diaspora Forum (ADF) and the Alex Community Policing Forum 
(ACPF), after signing a Memorandum of Understanding to jointly organise and 
drive the Alex Pan African Carnival for the 3 years to come (starting in 2008), 
have engaged in a number of activities linked to the preparation of the carnival, 
as stated in the Alex Pan African Carnival concept note. 
 
This provisional report presents a brief summary of the activities organised in this 
context. 
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APAC ACTIVITIES - SUMMARY 
From Monday 28 July 2008 to Friday 19 September – Schools workshops in 
Alexandra 18 Schools (5 High Schools, 13 Primary) 

- Each school was visited by ADF and presented the Carnival concept and 
the workshop plan – open to their inputs and questions 

- Each school has chosen 3 African countries and selected 100 learners to 
represent each country (300 learners per school in total) 

- Each country has elected a child cabinet consisting of one president and 4 
Cabinet members (whose portfolio are chosen according to national 
contexts) – democratic process and leadership skills (candidates to 
campaign; free and fair elections) 

- Each school has selected educators to be involved in the process – 
educators were given a short information package on the country adopted 

- When available, ADF members from the adopted countries have been 
giving workshops to the learners (after school, from 13h00 till 15h00) – 
depending on their skills and availability, it could be: information on the 
country, on its culture, on its politics; dance, song, poetry workshops; 
language lessons; etc. 

- 5 learners from each country and 1 or 2 educators have been invited to 
have a meal from the country adopted, either in a restaurant or in an ADF 
member’s home. 

- 5 learners and 1-2 educators have been invited to the embassy / high 
commission / consulate of their adopted countries and received by the 
Ambassador. In some cases the Ambassador / high commissioner / 
consul has paid back the visit to the school in Alexandra, as a kick start for 
a partnership. 

- Some schools have engaged into a process of debate on ‘what happened 
in Alexandra’ and ‘what would I do if I was a local leader to build an 
integrated society’. The process is to be continued. 
 

Recap – Schools workshops 
Type of activities No. of countries 

involved 
No. of schools 

involved 

Visit to present the Carnival and workshop 
project 

52 18 

Information pack on country given to principals 45 14/18 

Lunch at an African restaurant/house 15 10/18 

Visit to the Embassy/High 
Commission/Consulate 

10* 9/10 

Visit from the Ambassador / High 
Commissioner/ Consul to Alex school 

1* 1/18 

Visit from the Ambassador / High 
Commissioner/ Consul to Alex (launch) 

4*  

Workshops facilitated by ADF members 28 17/18 

Debate on ‘what happened’ (in process) 3 1 
*Some embassies have indicated their full interest in the partnership but asked for Ramadan to be over before they could engage with the 
schools. 



                                    

4 

 

 
Engagement with institutions and civil society 

- 19 July 2008, engagement with the Gauteng Department of Education and 
Letu 4 who fully endorsed the project. 

- 23 July 2008, APAC invited to present the project to Alex Councillors at 
the Region. But only 2 councillors attend. Another meeting is organised by 
the ward coordinator, 5 councillors attend including the Chief Whip 
Councillor Chuene. He commits to report back to the ANC structure. 

- 31 July 2008, public presentation of the APAC at Alex Police station. 
Some Alex councillors and MPs attended the presentation. 

- July- August 2008, engagement with the City of Johannesburg (madam 
Speaker, Community Development, Migrants Help Desk) for political and 
financial support. City of Johannesburg endorses the project. 

- 6 August 2008, engagement with Alex Renewal Project who fully endorses 
the project. 

- 23 August 2008, launch of the Alex Pan African carnival at Altech Sports 
Complex in Alexandra where Alex organisations were invited. 

- Engagement with M2 hostel izinduna – 18 of them have been invited to an 
Ivorian meal by the ADF Chair, in Yeoville (23.09.08). Engagement to 
continue with M1 izinduna as well. Izindunas have so far expressed their 
interest in the Carnival and willingness to join the process and the 
procession. 

- Friday 19 September, some civic organisations (SADTU, COSAS, SGB 
and ACA) expressed their concern of not having been consulted. They 
decided to freeze any Carnival activities in the schools. In spite of APAC 
having engaged with the Gauteng Department of Education and Letu 4 
(19 July 2008), and the process having been fully endorsed by these 
institutions, it seemed information did not filter down. APAC therefore 
agreed to postpone the Carnival that was due on 27 September 2008. 

- Saturday 27 September 2008, APAC called for a public meeting where all 
civic organisations and interested individual and institutions were invited. 
About 100 people attended, representing more than 35 organisations. 
Most organisations show interest for the Carnival; however SADTU and 
COSAS still express concerns for learners entering their exam period and 
demand the Carnival to be postponed to 2009. 
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APAC ACTIVITIES – EXAMPLES 

1. Alex Izindunas invited in an African migrants’ house 
Tuesday 23 September 2008, 18 izindunas from Alex M2 Hostel were treated 
with an Ivorian meal at the Ivorian House, 23 Frances Street, Yeoville, 
following an invitation from the African Diaspora Forum Chairman (Marc 
Gbaffou, also Chair of the Ivorian Community in South Africa) and the Alex 
CPF. 
Izindunas were transported to Yeoville thanks to the support of Alex SAPS. 
Alex CPF, ADF members and SAPS officers were present at the encounter.  
All were offered ‘water’ and a variety of Ivorian dishes. The atmosphere was 
relaxed and happy, the evening was a success. 
See also press release at the end of the report. 
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2. Alex schools workshops – learning about an African 

country’s culture and history 
 
Emfundisweni’s learners and educators are taught about Ugandan flag, coat of 
arms, national anthem, dance, culture and geography. Here, at Dr Ikatekit’s 
home (ADF member from Uganda) before being offered an Ugandan meal. 
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3. Alex Schools workshops – Learning other African 

cultures 
 
Many workshops have been proposed by ADF members to different schools – 
some ADF members going every day, or 3 times a week (spending their own 
time and money) to teach learners how to dance, to drum, to sing, to say poetry 
of the adopted African country. 
 
One striking example is MC Weiler Primary, where three Nigerian members of 
ADF have been visiting constantly a very enthusiastic school, to teach learners 
how to dance and sing in the Igbo and Hausa traditional way. The results are 
impressive. 
 
Another is Kwa Bhekilanga (picture below) where learners are taught 
Senegalese drumming (here they welcome the Zambian High Commissioner 
visiting the school on the 13 August 2008) 
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4. Alex Schools workshops – Holding democratic 

elections 
 
Each country has organised democratic elections to elect a child cabinet (a 
president and four members of cabinet) to represent the country and the 
school in the media and in different public events. 
 
The class had to nominate candidates for the different positions; these 
candidates had to campaign and explain why they would be a good president 
/ a good Minister of Foreign Affairs, etc. 
 
The portfolios at stake were chosen collectively with the class according to 
what they knew about each country. A ministry of Energy was useful for oil-
rich Gabon and Nigeria; a ministry of Tourism was more relevant for Egypt 
and Senegal; a Ministry of Reconciliation for Rwanda, etc. 
 
Learners then elected their cabinet, either by a raise of hands or by secret 
ballots.  
 
The aim of this exercise was to showcase a democratic process of elections; 
and to encourage leadership skills as the candidates were asked to campaign 
and be accountable to their voters. Leadership skills were further developed 
when the child cabinet had to make public statements and prepare for the 
visit to the Ambassador. 
 
Some schools such as Dr Knack Primary went as far as to select and 
Independent Electoral Committee (IEC) to organise the elections; have 
different party agents campaigning; create IDs for voters that were to be 
checked during the election process; make ballots with the pictures and 
names of each candidates. 
 
See press release below for pictures and narratives of these elections. 
 



                                    

9 

 

5. Alex Schools Workshops – partnering with African 

Embassies 
 
The process of linking African embassies to Alex schools has been a daunting, 
but successful one overall. The idea was both for the Schools to take their 
adoption of fellow African cultures seriously; and for the Embassies / High 
Commissions and Consulates representing African countries in South Africa to 
start getting more involved at the community level (here in Alexandra) to promote 
integration and exchange.  
 
This exercise was conceived in two stages: the child cabinet was to visit the 
Embassy and to invite the Ambassador in return to visit their school in Alexandra. 
This is seen as the beginning of a longer term partnership between Alex schools 
and embassies that can lead to many further exchanges. 
 

 
Visit of Ekukhanyisweni child cabinet to the Zimbabwean embassy 
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Kwa Bhekilanga learners and educators welcome Zambian High Commissioner in their school, singing the 

Zambian national anthem. 

 
Zambian High Commissioner offers the Zambian Flag to Zambian child-president, after a moving 

discourse on the links uniting Zambia and South Africa, and their united fight against apartheid 
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6. Alex Schools workshops – invitation to African 

houses 
 
Alex schools learners and educators were invited in African restaurants or ADF 
members’ homes, to discover African hospitality and food culture. It was meant 
also to encourage dialogue and exchange around a meal, in a friendly 
environment; and to bring learners out of the Alex environment in places where 
African migrants live.  
 
Discussions around the meals were generally very lively, with learners and 
educators asking many questions on the culture of their adopted country; 
interacting with members of the African diaspora; enjoying new tastes and 
flavours, discovering vegetable and fruit they had never heard of.  
 
They also learnt that the rites and customs of receiving a guest, as well as the 
lifestyles of African migrants, were maybe not so different from their own. 
Discussion on the notion of ‘Ubuntu’ and its equivalent in other African cultures 
(for instance, ‘Akwaba’ in Cote d’Ivoire) were often very fruitful for both Alex 
learners and educators, and for African migrants. 
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Pholosho school learners and educators enjoy an Ivorian meal in Yeoville 

 
Emfundisweni learners are treated with a variety of Ugandan dishes at Dr 
Ikatekit’s house in Sandton 



                                    

13 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Ikage learners share a meal with Moroccan children at a Moroccan restaurant in 
Mayfair 

7- Alex Schools workshops –debating on xenophobia 
Alex educators, sometimes on their own, sometimes with the participation of 
African Diaspora Forum members and the Innovation Center (youth workers in 
High Schools), organised or were in the process of organizing debates on ‘What 
happened in Alexandra’. Obviously levels of engagement in these debates were 
adapted to the age of learners (deepened at High School level). 
In order to make these debates fruitful, the idea was: 
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- To ask learners to present their own perceptions and analyses of what 
happened in SA in general and in Alexandra in particular 

- To suggest that schools develop a pledge for an integrated society 
- To suggest that learners make a poster on ‘what I would do if I was a local 

leader to build an integrated society’ 
- To suggest that learners interact with their own community leaders 

(councilors, civic leaders, trade unions representatives, etc) to hear about 
the challenges of community action in this respect 

This activity is still in process, as it has been suspended since the 19th of 
September by SADTU and COSAS in the name of a more inclusive 
workshopping process. 
 

 
 
MC Weiler Primary School’s learners draw their perception of the xenophobic events in Alexandra and elsewhere 
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APAC – CALL FOR COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
 
As presented at the Public Meeting held in Alexandra, Saturday 27 September 
2008 
 
 

How Alex community can
participate and support

Join the Carnival!

Rent a stall in the stadium 

to sell food on the 

carnival’s day

Volunteer to join a task 

team – take an active 
part in the preparation 

and workshops

Talk about the event to families, 

friends, neighbours

Help putting posters of the 

Carnival in the streets of Alex

Help finding outfits, T-

shirts, etc. for children 

for the D Day

Support the children 

during the Carnival 

– offer them food
Give suggestions for any 

other activities (this year or 

the next ones)

 

APAC – PRESS RELEASE 
 


